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Pastor’s Corner
“They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ He said to
them, ‘Come and see.’” John 1:38-39

Kids Church!
Kids Church (for Kindergarten
through 5th grade) will begin on
Sunday mornings starting in January!

Come and see. Starting in January Sunday night “Grow
Nights” offer four new opportunities for adults:
•

•

•
•

9:30 Hour: Kindergarteners through 5th graders will
meet as a large group in the Mastin Room. After our
large group time, we will break out into four small groups
(kindergarten, 1st grade, 2nd/3rd grades, and 4th/5th
grades) for further discussion and activities. Parents pick
up kids in the Mastin Room.

Explore Faith led by Debbie Stocks will use Alpha
curriculum to explore who Christ is and what the
Christian faith is really about.
6 Decisions that Will Change Your Life led by Amy
and myself is for those open to taking another step in
the journey of faith and life.
Grief Observed led by Car ol Wampler invites us to
wrestle with loss, life and growth.
The Bible as Literature led by Ter esa Given, considering the beautiful Old Testament book of Ruth
gives us the opportunity to read and think deeply.

11:00 hour: Kids will begin in the worship service. After the Pastor calls the kids forward for a blessing, kids
will be escorted to the Mastin Room for Kids
Church. Parents will pick up kids in the Mastin Room.

Of course, there are also opportunities for Kids and Students (as well as pre-K child-care.)

We are looking for adults and teens to serve in our kids
ministry! If you are interested, follow these links to sign
up!

Wow. 2020 will be a year to follow Jesus more closely.
Come and see.

Adults: https://signup.com/go/yqMSLYE
Teens: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050849A9AB2EA4FB6-teenagers

Blessings,

Family Worship Service
On Sunday, December 29 we will have all three of our
regular worship services! During the 9:30 hour there will
be a Family Worship Service. There will not be Sunday
School for kindergarteners through high schoolers. Kids
and students are encouraged to attend the worship service
with their family!
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UMW
On Tuesday, January 14, at 10:15 AM in
the Mastin Room, Beverly Lammay, Legislative Liaison for Henrico County Public Schools will discuss legislation going before the General Assembly which
will impact the schools. All are encouraged to attend this
informative program and learn what our lawmakers will be
working on and how it will impact our children.

Trinity Hosts Ecumenical Prayer Service
Thursday, January 23 7:00 PM
January 18-25 is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Virginia LARCUM (Lutheran, Catholic, Roman Catholic, United
Methodist) is hosting two prayer services in Virginia. One is
in Northern Virginia the other is in Richmond…at Trinity.
On Thursday evening, January 23, Trinity will host an ecumenical prayer service at 7:00 PM, childcare will be provided.
We invite you to come and join with our sisters and brothers
of other denominations as we gather together to worship and
pray that Christ’s church might be united in spirit.

Pub Theology
A special thanks to everyone
who has been attending Pub
Theology sessions. Our next
gathering will be held on
Tuesday, January 14 fr om
6:30-8:00 PM at Ardent Brewery in Scott’s Addition
(3200 W. Leigh St. Richmond, VA 23230). Trinity’s ministers will hold forth and field questions. What a great opportunity to invite your unchurched friends!

Celebrate Linda Robinson!
Mark your calendars to celebrate Linda Robinson and her 43 years of service to the Acolyte Program at Trinity! We will have a reception for Linda
on Sunday, February 2 from 9:00 to
9:30 AM and again from 10:30 to
11:00 AM in the Welcome Center,
with additional time to visit in between receptions in the parlor. If you
would like to write a note to Linda,
email Heather Brand at mademryn@gmail.com. To contribute to a tribute for Linda, email Mary Neary at
nearys4@verizon.net or write a check to Trinity with Linda
Robinson in the subject line. Spread the word to others as we
celebrate the impact of Linda's amazing ministry to Trinity!

Thursday, January 23 – 2-3:30 PM
We will host “Grandeur in the Gilded Age” by the
staff of Maymont. Come and bring a friend as we journey
through history to see what people wore. Refreshments will
be provided.
Tuesday, February 11 – 2-3:30 PM
Back by popular demand – Dr. Gerald Johnson will
make a presentation of the new archaeological discoveries in
Virginia. Dr. Johnson is a former professor of the College of
William and Mary and was part of the team who uncovered
the mastodon in Norfolk in 2017. His presentation will be
filled with humor and audience participation, making geology fun. Refreshments will be provided.

Winter Weather
Decisions

Thursday, March 26 – Trip to Lewis Ginter Botanical
Gardens
Join us as we take a guided tour through one of
Richmond’s jewels – Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens. We
will leave Trinity at 10:15 AM, have a tour at 11 AM and
then have lunch together in the café. Cost of tour is $14;
lunch is on your own at the café.
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Decisions for closing our building related to
winter weather are tricky. Basically, we follow the closing announcements from Henrico County Public Schools. For example, if
schools close early or are on a delayed opening, Trinity’s
opening and closing times are adjusted. If Henrico schools
are closed, Trinity will be closed, and this would include all
day and evening events. Our ability to re-open the building
after a winter weather event depends upon how quickly we
can clear our sidewalks and parking lots. If we can safely get
people on to our grounds and into our building, then Trinity
might return to normal operations quicker than the school
system. Decisions related to closing the building on Saturdays and Sundays will be made based upon weather conditions at that time. Have questions, contact Bill Pike
bpike@trinityumc.net

From the Trustees
As we move ahead into this New Year, it is good time to take both a look back and look ahead from the perspective of the
Trustees.
Back in 2018, Trinity’s Facilities Task Force shared the results of their extensive look at the condition and use of Trinity’s
facilities, as well as conducted one of the most comprehensive surveys of Trinity members to solicit input on priorities. Soon thereafter, the Unstuck consultation was completed. Perhaps not surprisingly, when it came to facilities, the
findings were generally consistent. Both efforts noted that priorities included youth (Kids and Students) as well as improving the new member and visitor experience.
With those priorities identified, the Trustees began to assess how best to move forward. Based on architectural study by
Huff-Morris architects, it was determined an opportunity for dedicated space for Students, including a new office for the
Director of Student Ministries, could be realized by converting the Mastin room and operations office. The Trustees, with
support from Church Council and the Trinity Foundation, began moving forward with having the plans for this space fully
developed. In addition, the Trustees identified the installation of new flooring and painting for the main hallways adjacent
to the Sanctuary and leading to the church office as another priority, aimed at helping improve our first impression. Last,
but not least, working with the Connect Committee, developing a plan for new signage, both inside and out was also undertaken. These areas of focus were approved in the Spring of 2019.
Then, as is so often the case, we had to pivot. The piston shaft for the Trinity Hall elevator failed and required significant
repairs. The condition of the roofs over Trinity Hall and a portion of the education wing reached a point where a replacement could not be put off any longer. Then, just when it seemed things were calming down, lightning struck. Literally. While covered by property insurance, significant staff and volunteer time went into working through repairs to the
HVAC systems.
As the fall began, the Trustees continued to focus on the plans for new Student space, hallway work, and signage. Though
they may seem like simple projects, each has presented its own challenges. As 2019 drew to a close, the paint work was
substantially complete, the installation of new flooring has been contracted, and plans for the first phase of new signage
are nearly complete.
Looking ahead, the next major project being considered is renovation of the Chapel. This project is being considered for a
number of reasons. First, the Facilities Task Force identified the Chapel as an underutilized space. In addition, there are
existing conditions within the Chapel that need to be addressed soon, regardless of use, including the ceiling, lighting, and
flooring. Last, but certainly not least, the Chapel has been identified as the best location for the new Kids Church, part of
Trinity’s new Sunday worship schedule designed to appeal to kids and young families. The Chapel’s proximity to the
Sanctuary provides critical easy drop-off and pickup for parents. Although the final design has not been completed, it is
anticipated the existing pews will be removed and replaced with movable seating that will allow for a variety of configurations, based on the type of worship service or activity taking place.
Since its inception on Forest Avenue, this facility has served our church and its surrounding community well. Every generation of congregations tied to Trinity at some point in their journey has encountered change. Think about the move from
the city to this plot. If you look at the construction improvements made in this facility from the 60s and beyond, each of
those was spurred by growth. As we look to grow again, we must have the courage to make some changes. Those changes
in program and the building are interwoven.
Moving forward, we also hope to support efforts to continue the new flooring, painting, and signage throughout the building, using consistent materials and color schemes. The Church has been fortunate to have some great volunteers help with
efforts to date and there will be more opportunities in the future.
We hope you will join our continued prayers for the future of Trinity.
We thank the congregation, Church Council, Finance, and the Trinity Foundation for your support. If you have questions
about these pending projects, please contact David Glassman, Chair of the Trustees, or Bill Pike, Director of Operations.
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Help with Kids Club Dinners!

CARITAS

Calling all Sunday School Classes, Small Groups and Individuals! Please consider signing up to provide a hot meal to
the children who attend Kids Club and Teen group on Sunday evenings at Central United Methodist Church. This
church reaches out to children who attend Blackwell and Oak
Grove elementary school. There are usually 20 people to
feed, and dinner is to be served at 5 p.m. The church is located at 1211 Porter St, Richmond, VA 23224. Many of you
have graciously served before and we thank you!
Here is the link to sign up:
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/
showSignUp/20F0944AEAD2DA64-20192020

A very sincere thanks for everyone who supported our
CARITAS guests in December. We appreciate the leadership from Carmen Sheppard and Bert Norfleet in coordinating the details every day. Hosting CARITAS would not
be possible without the support of everyone who volunteered no matter your role. As the CARITAS organization
moves into their new programming, we know that volunteers will be needed. We will let you know how Trinity can
be involved in the CARITAS future. Thanks again for all
of your help.

Contact Hilary Coakley or Sarah Shutt with any questions.

Old Cell Phones Needed
Please donate your old cell phones (with
chargers, without service contracts, and with
personal information removed) to be given to
survivors of abuse to call 911. Bring them to
Missions Central, the room down the hall from
the church office toward the sanctuary, and
leave them in the designated receptacle there.
This is a great way to recycle and could save
someone’s life.
(Anne Burch, 270-1661)
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Merry Christmas
and
Happy New Year!
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Thank You Notes

Joys and Concerns

Dear Trinity,
Thank you for your prayers, visits, cards and the
lovely altar flowers. It was nice of you to make me feel better and help my pain to go away.
Your kindness will always be remembered.
Sincerely,
Mildred Powell

Baptism
Palmer Koteles
Our sympathies to…
Ken Beck whose brother Gil Beck died December 12
Marsha Shuler Goodfriend whose husband
Marvin Goodfriend died December 5
Paige Beale whose father-in-law Sam Beale, III
died December 2
Herb Brooks whose sister-in-law Sylvia Brooks
died November 26

_____________________

Dear Trinity Friends,
Thank you for the beautiful flowers they have been
bright and colorful; they greet me every morning. I miss
not getting to church, but appreciate your calls, cards and
visits.
Trinity has been a big part of my life for years, and
I appreciate you remembering me.
Mary Dial

Calendar Year-end Contributions

School Board

IRS Code 10170A-1(b) states that only funds received by
December 31, 2019 or postmarked by December 31, 2019
may be counted as 2019 contributions. The date of receipt
or the postmark is the key to determining the year of receipt. Thus, if someone hand carries a check to the church
on January 2, 2020 that is dated December 31, 2019 it is a
2020 gift according to IRS regulations. But, if a check arrives by mail at the church on January 2, 2020 and it is
postmarked December 31, 2019 and the check is dated December 31, 2019 or before, it is a 2019 gift.

I want to personally thank the Trinity staff and congregation for allowing me to serve a 14 month term on the Henrico County School Board. Without your patience and support, I would not have been able to survive. On my most
challenging days, I could sense your prayers as the board
steered through challenging situations. I learned a lot during
this appointment. But, one thing was reaffirmed for me—
good people can make a difference. At all of my career
stops, I’ve been surrounded by good people like you, and
for that I will forever be grateful.

Please try to get your contributions for the calendar year
into the church office by December 31, 2019. If you have
any questions, call Diane Ladd at 288-6057 ext. 203.

Bill Pike

“The Plastic Problem”
Did you miss it? Recently, PBS aired a special on plastic
and its impact on the environment (watch here:
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/the-plastic-problem).
The special highlights some individuals who have made
changes to reduce their plastic consumption. The Creation Care Committee would love to hear of ways the congregation is reducing its plastic consumption. If you
would like to share, then feel free to email either Harriet
Thomas at mysterybug46@gmail.com or Molly Mickens
at molly5519@yahoo.com.

Our Stewardship
“We will be loyal to the United Methodist Church and
uphold it by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness.”

Our Presence:
Day

12/1

12/8

12/15

12/22

Worship Service

394

407

478

511

Sunday School

177

219

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for the next Window is
Monday, January 20 at 4 PM for events taking place in
February. Ar ticles may be submitted pr ior to the
deadline, and we encourage early submissions. Articles
must be submitted in writing with the contact person’s
name to Kim Tingler, ktingler@trinityumc.net.

Our Gifts as of November 30:
Projected income to date:
Actual income year to date:
Excess (-shortfall)

$ 632,306
$ 615,433
$ (16,873)
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