
 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE AT HOME 
(If you are praying in solitude, pray and read the whole liturgy.  

If you are praying with family, divide up the liturgy so that everyone has a role.) 

PRAYER 
O God, maker of every thing and judge of all that you have made, from the dust of the earth 
you have formed us and from the dust of death you would raise us up. By the redemptive 
power of the cross, create in us clean hearts and put within us a new spirit, that we may 
repent of our sins and lead lives worthy of your calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit: one God, now and forever. Amen. 

THE GOSPEL                       Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 
1“Be careful that you don’t practice your religion in front of people to draw their attention. If 
you do, you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 2“Whenever you give to 
the poor, don’t blow your trumpet as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets so 
that they may get praise from people. I assure you, that’s the only reward they’ll get. 3But 
when you give to the poor, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing 4so 
that you may give to the poor in secret. Your Father who sees what you do in secret will 
reward you. 5“When you pray, don’t be like hypocrites. They love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and on the street corners so that people will see them. I assure you, that’s the only 
reward they’ll get. 6But when you pray, go to your room, shut the door, and pray to your 
Father who is present in that secret place. Your Father who sees what you do in secret will 
reward you. 16“And when you fast, don’t put on a sad face like the hypocrites. They distort 
their faces so people will know they are fasting. I assure you that they have their reward. 
17When you fast, brush your hair and wash your face. 18Then you won’t look like you are 
fasting to people, but only to your Father who is present in that secret place. Your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. 19“Stop collecting treasures for your own benefit on earth, 
where moth and rust eat them and where thieves break in and steal them. 20Instead, collect 
treasures for yourselves in heaven, where moth and rust don’t eat them and where thieves 
don’t break in and steal them. 21Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES 
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. Grant that these ashes may 
be to us a sing of our mortality and penitence, so that we may remember that only by your 
gracious gift are we given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES  
Dip a thumb in the ashes and make a cross on the forehead of each person. If you make the 
sign of the cross yourself, you would say: 
Lord, I am dust and to dust I will return. By your grace may I repent and be saved. 
If you make the sign of the cross, the traditional words are: 
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. Repent, and believe the gospel. 

PRAYER  
May the almighty and merciful God, who desires not the death of a sinner but that we turn 
from wickedness and live, accept our repentance, forgive our sins, and restore us by the 
Holy Spirit to newness of life. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER


