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The Trinity Window 

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 903 FOREST AVENUE, HENRICO, VA 23229 
804-288-6056 

January  2023 

Pastor’s Corner 
 

1 In the beginning was the Word 
    and the Word was with God 
    and the Word was God. 
2 The Word was with God in the beginning. 
3 Everything came into being through the Word, 
    and without the Word 
    nothing came into being. 
What came into being 
4     through the Word was life, 
    and the life was the light for all people. 
5 The light shines in the darkness, 
    and the darkness doesn’t extinguish the light. 
 
It's a New year. It’s the season of restarting, of renewing, of recommitting. All around us, so much seems to be new. 
As the world reawakens from a pandemic-induced slumber, we are rediscovering the value of being together. Hu-
mans were meant to be social and communal. God knows that, of course, because God made us. The prologue of the 
Gospel of John even states that the Word, Jesus, was in the beginning and part of creation from the very start. The 
plan was to bring light into a dark world, one that becomes dark because of humankind’s own choices that take us 
away from God. 
 
As we all move into the new year, let us remember that we are, indeed, better together. Let us remember that now is 
a perfect time to recommit to our life in a shared space for the common goal of growing in our faith and becoming 
more light-like in a world that desperately needs light bearers. 
 
At the same time, it is all new. We are having to figure out ways to be together and work together in a world that is 
very different than it was even just a couple years ago. While we remember the days gone by with fondness and 
maybe even a bit of longing, that is not our current world. Things will not be nor operate in the same way as they 
used to, possibly ever again. We must find new ways to engage the world, to bring God’s light, to be community. 
This monumental shift will take all of us working together to accomplish.  
 
No one can do it alone, and God made us that way from the beginning. 
 
Seems to me like the new year is a perfect time to renew ourselves on that journey yet again. 
 
That prologue in John continues in verse 9 with “The true light that shines on all people was coming into the world.” 
Let us be bearers of that light, to as many as we can reach in our place, in our time. Glory to God who gives us the 
light, gives us the mission, and gives us a such a great place to do that, together. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
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We are pleased to announce the following guests for the 
remainder of our 2022-23 season: 
 
· January 10 Chris Coates, Executive Editor of the 

Richmond Times-Dispatch  
· February 7 Chip Jones, author of the book—The 

Organ Thieves:  The Shocking Story of the First 
Heart Transplant 

· March 14 Dr. Robert Winn, Director VCU Massey 
Cancer Center 

· April 18 Christy Coleman, Executive Director of 
the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation 

· May 9 Jack Berry, President Richmond Region 
Tourism 

 
All programs are held on Tuesdays starting at 7 PM in 
the Sanctuary. We hope you will join us to learn about 
our community. 

Christmas Eve Worship 
 
Celebrate Christ’s birth at Trinity. We will have four 
worship services on Saturday, December 24, for you 
and your family. 
 
4:00 PM Family Service with Kids’ Interactive Christ-
mas Pageant. 
We are so excited to share with you a reimagined 
Christmas pageant that focuses on telling the Christmas 
story. We sing our favorite Christmas carols!  The pag-
eant will take place during the 4 PM Christmas Eve 
Family Service in the sanctuary. 
 
6:00 PM Modern service (also online) 
During our 6:00 Christmas Eve service, we will sing 
carols led by our modern worship band, share Commun-
ion, and culminate in a traditional candlelight vigil. We 
hope you and your family will join us for this most 
meaningful celebration! 
 
8:00 PM Traditional service (also online) 
A traditional Candlelight Communion service with 
choir and organ. We will sing carols, share a special 
Christmas Communion, and finish in candlelight sing-
ing “Silent Night” as we process outside (weather per-
mitting) to share our light with the world. 
 
11:00 PM Contemplative Service 
A contemplative Christmas Eve service with carols, 
Communion, and candles. We will close with the sing-
ing of “Silent Night” processing outside (weather per-
mitting) to share our light with the world. 

Update from Trinity’s 
Healthy Church Team 

 
Over the last few weeks, public health 
officials have noted an uptick in cases 
of COVID-19, seasonal flu, and RSV, 
both nationally and regionally. 

 
The Trinity Healthy Church Team continues to monitor 
the data from these cases and recommendations from 
our public health leaders.  At this time, our Healthy 
Church Team is not recommending any significant 
changes to our current masking policy. 
 
In order to provide a safe space for the more health-
vulnerable, we will continue to designate the balcony as 
the seating area in the Sanctuary where wearing a mask 
is required. Masking in the balcony will be required for 
all worship services, Christmas Eve services, and all 
special services. Masking other places is optional, and 
remains up to personal discretion. 
 
We appreciate your cooperation in complying with this 
request. 
 
Additional questions, contact Mike McCullough at   
Michael.McCullough@genworth.com 
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3M to Study “Words of Life” by  
Adam Hamilton 

 
Our Wednesday Night Study Group, 3M, 
will study “Words of Life” by Adam Ham-
ilton beginning Wednesday, January 11.  
In this book of Scripture and inspiration, 

bestselling author Adam Hamilton brings modern eyes 
to the most important set of ethics in history – the Ten 
Commandments. Adam considers the commandments 
in their historical context, considering the meaning of 
each commandment in Hebrew, unpacking how Jesus 
reinterpreted them, and showing how every thou-shalt-
not was intended to point to a life-giving "thou shalt."  
 
This 10-week study will go through Wednesday, March 
15 (skipping February 22,  Ash Wednesday).  Our class 
meets 6-7:30 PM both in person and on Zoom.   
 
Book are available through Cokesbury for $18.29.  
Contact Judy Oguich to register and to get the Zoom 
link.  We would love for you to join us! 

Monday Morning Bible Study  
 
The 9:30 AM Monday morning Bible Study 
will begin a new study on January 
23. Surrendered:  Letting Go and Living 
Like Jesus by Barb Roose is a 6-week video/

discussion study. Our class meets from 9:30 – 11:00 
AM on Monday mornings in Room 324.  If you are in-
terested in participating, contact Deanna McCullough 
(deanna6mccullough@gmail.com) and purchase your 
participant workbook from Amazon.com.  We would 
love for you to join us!   

Contemporary Class  
 

Matthew King will be speaking to the 
Contemporary Class on January 22 and 
29. Ensign Matthew King is an active-
duty intelligence officer in the United 
States Navy. Matthew is a member of 
Trinity as is mother Susan King and his 
grandparents were members of Trinity 
as well, George and Frankie King.  

 
The Contemporary Class would like to extend an invita-
tion to the rest of the church to join them in Trinity Hall 
to hear Matthew speak. Matthew’s topics are: 
January 22: “Joining the Navy in the 2020s” 
January 29: “The Strategic Thought of Henry Kissin-
ger” 
 
This church-wide event will take place from 10-11 AM. 

Seekers Book Discussion 
 
The Chronicles of Narnia is a young adult 
fantasy series with a Christian subtext writ-
ten in the 1950’s by C. S. Lewis. Many are 
familiar with the best known book in the 
series The Lion, the Witch and the Ward-
robe. The Seekers Book Discussion group 

will be reading the series together, beginning Janu-
ary 8. We meet in Room 317 on Sunday mornings at 10 
AM. Please join us if you are interested in exploring 
this series! We will begin with the book, The Magician's 
Nephew on January 8, and follow with The Lion, the 
Witch, and the Wardrobe. If you have questions, contact 
Elizabeth Dwyer at elizgaydwy@gmail.com.  

Pastor’s Bible Study 
 
Pastor Brian is leading another Pastor’s Bible Study. 
Sessions will be in-person on Wednesday afternoon at 
1:30 PM starting January 11.  Another time slot may 
be added as needed. The study will be: Genesis: NOT 
the Sunday School Version!  The schedule is listed at: 
https://www.trinityumc.net/pastors-bible-study/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As we begin a new year, we’d like to journey together 
and talk about ways to share Christ’s love in a new way. 
How can we improve ways to connect to the community 
around us? How can we be more connectional? What 
steps do we take to have God’s dream in our lives and 
Trinity?  
 
Join this conversation and explore ways to live out what 
we believe. Let’s journey together. Let’s act together. 
Our first meeting will be on January 29, 5 PM via 
zoom. Please let pastor Hung Su know if you have any 
questions.  

Discovering Trinity  
(New Membership Class) 

  
We invite anyone who wishes to become a member of 
Trinity UMC to join Discovering Trinity Class. We will 
study with a book, “The Walk,” written by Adam Ham-
ilton, and share an understanding of our beliefs, history, 
practices, and expectations and build a sense of belong-
ing and community.  
  
When: Sunday mornings, 10:15 AM, January 15 
through February 5 (4 weeks) 
Where: Library 
  
RSVP to Pastor Hung Su Lim at hslim@trinityumc.net 
by January 8. 
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Young at Heart Events  
 

Tuesday, January 17    All Things 
Richmond with Jack Berry  Come hear 
our own Jack Berry share with us the lat-
est trends about town! 2 – 3:30 PM in the 
Welcome Center 
 
   
Sunday, February 19    2-3:30 PM. Concert by The 
Virginians Barbershop Chorus! Come and listen to one 
of the best vocal groups in central Virginia! A love of-
fering will be taken to help with their expenses.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YAH’s Christmas event took place on December 6 with 
Freeman High School Chorus performing for us.  

 

Pub Theology 
 
On Tuesday, January 31, 
2023, Pub Theology returns. 
We will meet at Kindred Spirit 
Brewing. The brewery is in 

Goochland County at 12830 West Creek Pkwy. Ste J. 
Start time is 6 PM. The brewery’s community room is 
reserved for us. The church will order pizza, and we 
will ask each person in attendance to give $5.00 to off-
set the cost. Come for the fellowship and conversation 
about a topic of interest. 

Family Game Night 
 
Our next multi-generational gathering will be January 
22: Family Game Night! Bring a dish to share and a 
game to play. We'll gather in Trinity Hall at 5:00 PM, 
eat, and then spend time in games together, starting at 
6:00 PM. Invite your whole family, friends, and neigh-
bors! 

Trinity’s New “Feeding Sheep” Ministry 
a New Way to Take Care of Others 

 
Bonnie Andrews and her team of talented cooks is off 
and running with stocking the Trinity freezer with our 
new “Feeding Sheep Ministry”.  This ministry is a new 
way to help us take care of our church family.  When-
ever we hear of someone going home from the hospital, 
someone experiencing grief and loss, or someone going 
through another one of life’s transitions, we can extend 
our love and care to them through the gift of homemade 
soup or stew.  Persons who deliver the soup can make it 
a meal by supplementing it with bread, salad and des-
sert.   
 
Persons should notify Bonnie Andrews or Judy Oguich 
when you hear of a need for “feeding our sheep”, and 
we will help coordinate the delivery.  
 
Persons interested in helping with deliveries can also 
let Bonnie and Judy know.   
 
“And may the Lord cause you to increase and overflow 
with love for one another and for everyone, just as we 
do for you.” – 1 Thessalonians 3:12 
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Information from  
 Finance  

 
Contribution Statements 
Please contact Diane Ladd if you 
need copy of your contribution 
statement before the end of the 

2022 calendar year.  
 
Gifts of Stock 
Many members choose to make donations of stock as a 
tax-deductible contribution to Trinity. The Virginia 
United Methodist Foundation provides this brokerage 
service to churches free of charge. While our current 
broker has served us faithfully for many years, this is an 
offer we feel we can’t pass up. If you are interested in 
making a stock donation, please go to https://
vaumfoundation.org/resources/forms/. Look for “Gifts 
of Publicly Traded Stock” and fill out the form or call 
the church office and we can send you the form. As al-
ways, please let the Financial Administrator know when 
you have initiated a stock gift so we can be looking for 
the check and can match the check with the donor. 
 
Calendar Year-end Contributions 
IRS Code 10170A-1(b) states that only funds received 
by December 31, 2022 or postmarked by December 31, 
2022 may be counted as 2022 contributions.  The date 
of receipt or the postmark is the key to determining the 
year of receipt.  Thus, if someone hand carries a check 
to the church on January 3, 2023 that is dated December 
31, 2022 it is a 2023 gift according to IRS regulations.  
But, if a check arrives by mail at the church on January 
3, 2023 and it is postmarked December 31, 2022 and the 
check is dated December 31, 2022 or before, it is a 2022 
gift. 
 
Please try to get your contributions for the calendar year 
into the church office by December 30, 2022.  If you 
have any questions, call Diane Ladd at 288-6056. 

Winter Weather Decisions 
 

Decisions for closing our building related 
to winter weather are tricky. Basically, we 
follow the closing announcements from 
Henrico County Public Schools. For exam-
ple, if schools close early or are on a de-

layed opening, Trinity’s opening and closing times are 
adjusted. If Henrico schools are closed, Trinity will be 
closed, and this would include all day and evening 
events. Our ability to re-open the building after a winter 
weather event depends upon how quickly we can clear 
our sidewalks and parking lots. If we can safely get 
people on to our grounds and into our building, then 
Trinity might return to normal operations quicker than 
the school system. Decisions related to closing the 
building on Saturdays and Sundays will be made based 
upon weather conditions at that time. Questions, contact 
Bill Pike bpike@trinityumc.net  

United Methodist Day at the  
General Assembly 

 
UM Day at the General Assembly is happening on Jan-
uary 26. If you aren't familiar with this event we'd love 
to tell you all about it! Faithful Virginia United Meth-
odists from across our great Commonwealth have gath-
ered in Richmond in January for over 30 years to advo-
cate for our neighbors. When we gather together we 
arrange visits with our Senators to discuss issues that 
are relevant to our faith with direction from our friends 
and partners at Virginia Interfaith Center for Public 
Policy.  
 
You can learn more about the event and our schedule 
on the VAUMC website.  

Summer 2023 Mission 
Trip 

 
For our 2023 summer mis-
sion trip, we’re heading to 
Hinton Rural Life Center, in 
Hayesville, NC. This is a 

multi-generational trip designed to include our students 
as well as families and individuals who want to come 
along. 
 
Hinton is a retreat center, but also a mission agency, 
with year-round opportunities for individual volunteers 
and mission teams to work with us and “alongside” our 
neighbors in Safe and Healthy Home Repair ministry. 
Other service options include our firewood ministry and 
Ervin Sanctuary Gardens & Trails. With its outreach 
focus, Hinton seeks to enhance the long-term quality of 
life in our rural area. And, Hinton guests “pay it for-
ward,” as our lodging revenues help support our com-
munity outreach programs. 
 
Hinton is a United Methodist agency, and we welcome 
all — all individuals, all faith traditions, and non-faith-
based groups seeking to meet, retreat, and serve in a 
spirit of acceptance and mutual respect. We invite you 
to experience Hinton Center hospitality and to become 
a part of our community through your stay and/or ser-
vice. 
 
We’re looking at June 25-29. The cost is $395/person, 
but scholarships and assistance are available upon re-
quest. This fee covers all meals, project supplies, lodg-
ing, and devotional booklet. Worship and programming 
are led by Hinton staff and includes Appalachian Cul-
ture Night, Poverty awareness activities, group devo-
tional times, worship services, and more. 
 
More information and registration coming soon. 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

The deadline for the next Window is 
Monday, January 16 at 4 PM for 

events taking place in February. Articles may be 
submitted prior to the deadline, and we encourage early 
submissions. Articles must be submitted in writing to 
Kim Tingler, ktingler@trinityumc.net. 

 Joys and Concerns 
 

Births 
  

Ryan David Tepe born on November 29 to Melinda  
and Steven Tepe. His grandparents are Dave and Gail 

Clelland.  
 

Thank You Notes 
 

Dear Trinity Friends, 
Thank you so much for all the cards, food and 

phone calls when my son passed away. The altar flow-
ers were beautiful and so comforting.  Your thoughts 
and prayers were much appreciated.  

Blessing, 
Hildie Bottom 
_______________________________ 

 
A big thanks to all who participated in the Kids Club 
Angel Tree! Due to your generosity, 50 gifts were col-
lected for young people at Central UMC.  Their Christ-
mas will be brighter because of you! 

Church Chores 
 
If you have the time and want to assist 
with some church chores, please contact 
Bill Pike via email: 
bpike@trinityumc.net. 

Advent Thanks 
 
Right around Thanksgiving, the appearance of our build-
ing begins to change. We want to thank everyone who 
works behind the scenes to make this happen. The chan-
cel, the sanctuary windows and foyers, the exterior 
doors, and the Crismon tree are all part of this transfor-
mation. We thank Lynn Berry, Sarah Shutt, Helen Cul-
ley, Gerryann Priest, and their volunteers for their time, 
energy, and effort.  
 
Also, we want to thank everyone who gave of them-
selves and their time to make Advent Jubilee a success. 
All four Advent Sundays required assistance, and we 
thank the staff and the congregation for their hard work. 

Samaritan Award 
 
It is with joy and appreciation that we inform you that 
Trinity UMC is being recognized as a 2022 Pinnacle 
Living Samaritan Award congregation. This recogni-
tion is presented to the ten local Virginia Annual Con-
ference United Methodist churches with the highest 
level of giving to the Samaritan Program during the 
most recent fiscal year (June 1, 2021 – May 31, 2022). 
The Samaritan Program has been an integral part of our 
mission and ministry since the opening of the Virginia 
Methodist Home for the aged in 1948. 
 
On behalf of the Samaritan Program recipients living in 
our Pinnacle Living communities, thank you for your 
support of the Samaritan Program special offering ap-
peal from Mother’s Day through Father’s Day and 
throughout the year. We are grateful for all you do to 
inform your congregation about our connectional work 
with older adults. 

Coffee Ministry 
 

A new year is here! Which means 
there is a new sign-up for Coffee 
Ministry on Sundays. It just takes 
a couple of people to get things 

all set up each Sunday. It means a lot to our church 
members and guests to have that service each week. We 
appreciate all of your help each week. If you have any 
questions, contact Mary Beth Utley at 
maryb.utley@gmail.com.   
To sign up: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b094fa8ab22a5f85-trinity3 

Pickleball Update 
 
Recently we are having 8-10 peo-
ple come out and play. Looking 
ahead, we are on the calendar for 

Tuesdays through the month of January. On the nights 
that we play, we are in Trinity Hall from 6-8 PM. We 
hope you will come out and join us! All ages and abili-
ties are welcome.  We have equipment (paddles, balls, 
nets) so we just need you! If you have questions please 
email Paul Brooks at jpaulbrooks@gmail.com. 


