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The Trinity Window 

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 903 FOREST AVENUE, HENRICO, VA 23229 
804-288-6056 

October 2023 

Pastor’s Corner 
 

Fall Colors 
 
As we head into fall, there are hints of the color change on the way. And while we wait for the amazing technicolor 
beauty of God's creation to unfold, I'm noticing that I'm seeing other colors, too. The calendar seems continually 
busy, and the true colors of those around us are clear when stress goes up. Some we meet seem to change character 
and become short with others. Others seem to be able to remain calm, cool, and collected even when everything 
around them seems to be crazy. What's the secret of this second group? I think two-fold. First, I think those who can 
remain calm amidst stress have a clear understanding of what they can and cannot control in the world around them. 
Much of our stress seems to be caused by failed attempts to attempt controlling what we cannot. Second,  I think 
calm amidst the storm comes from a peace that we get from God. I believe a strong faith helps us attend to reason 
one of calm living. 
 
Of course, understanding our place in the world and having an uplifting faith don't keep us from becoming upset 
about wrongs or even an occasional slip into the spirals of stress. Being stressed out or feeling overwhelmed does 
not mean we don't have faith. However, our trust in God can help guide us in general and help us keep our focus on 
the joy and wonder of God's world around us, and the people within it. We can make the choices to seek to be more 
like Christ in our actions, and by the Grace of God we get better at it each day we try. 
 
So let's help each other as the pace of our lives increases. Let's support each other with the love of Christ in all that 
we do, together and as individuals, so that when we show our true colors, we like what we see. Let's show the some-
times frazzled world around us what faith in Jesus Christ can do for our lives. "Turn your eyes upon Jesus" and eve-
rything else will seem a little less crazy. 
 
Yours in Christ,  

Wanted: Pumpkin Patch Volunteers! 
 

Trinity’s Pumpkin Patch will be open from Saturday September 23 to Tuesday, October 31, and we need as many 
people as possible to take a shift helping with sales.  Each will be about two hours long.  The Patch itself will be 
open for sales from 12 PM to 7 PM on Weekdays, 10 AM to 7 PM on Saturdays, and 10 AM to 6:30 PM on Sun-
days.  If you are interested in signing up, go to: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44A8A72AA2FDC16-trinity11 
Please consider donating some of your time to support this great ministry of our church!   
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Fall Festival 
 

The Trinity UMC family invites you to join us for our Fall Festival fun, and to enjoy good food, activities and com-
munity! 
 

Activities for children include: 
· Inflatable Bounce House 
· Inflatable Obstacle Course 
· Trunk or Treat (Register via sign up link below) 
· Costume Contest 
· Face Painting Station 
· Gaga Ball 
· And more! 

 

Activities for Youth and Adults Include 
· Pickleball 
· Live Music 
· Trivia 
· A Food Truck 
· And more! 

 

We are looking forward to having you join us for a fun time spent with special people!  Also, we will need volun-
teers.  If you are interested in volunteering, including hosting a trunk for the Trunk or Treat, sign up at: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050849A9AB2EA4FB6-2023#/ 

Blessing of the Animals 
Sunday, October 22 

 

Join us at the Veterans Memorial Gar-
den (the one with the flagpole on For-
est Avenue) at 2:30 PM for all ani-

mals. 
All animals: 
· Need to be healthy and up-to-date with shots. 
· In a carrier or on a leash with adult supervision 
· Be very sociable and safe around other animals (If 

your pet is too shy, too aggressive or just too diffi-
cult to transport, please just bring a photo to be 
blessed.) 

Questions? Contact church office at 288-6056 or Dianne 
Moore.  See you there! 

Moms (and Dads) and More  
 

We want to let you know we are working to be able to 
offer a “Moms and More”-like program this fall for moth-
ers (and fathers) of young children.  We know life can be 
crazy and stressful with newborns and little ones. “Moms 
(and Dads) and More” aims to offer caring support, fel-
lowship, and resources to navigate through the ups and 
downs.  If you are interested in helping to create this pro-
gram, please contact Haley Hildebrand and/or Judy 
Oguich.    We are excited to offer this ministry – refreshed 
for 2023!! 

 
Meeting Dates:  October 4, November 1, December 6, February 7, March 6, May 1 
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Upcoming Events 
 

 
 

Wednesday, November 8 –  
2 – 3:30 PM in Trinity Hall.  
Come join us as we travel to 
the Holy Land with our host 
Owen Taylor! We will see the 
significant places of Jesus’ 
ministry.  Come and bring a 
friend! 
 
Save the Date:   
Wednesday, December 6, 10 AM – 5 PM 

 
Day trip to see the matinee performance 
of “Miracle on 34th Street” at the River-
side Theater in Fredericksburg.  Cost is 
$75, all inclusive (lunch, play, tax and 
gratuity).  Come join us as we get into 
the holiday spirit with one of the most 

beloved Christmas classics! Registration deadline:  
Sunday, November 26.   Friends and family are wel-
come! 
 
Next Steering Committee Meeting:   
Tuesday, October 31 at 3:30 PM in Room 323.  Every-
one is welcome!! 

Pub Theology 
 
The next Pub Theology will be 
Tuesday, October 24. We will 
meet at Kindred Spirit Brewing. 

The brewery is in Goochland County at 12830 West 
Creek Pkwy. Ste J. Start time is 6 PM. The brewery’s 
community room is reserved for us. The church will 
order pizza, and we will ask each person in attendance 
to give $5.00 to offset the cost. Come for the fellowship 
and conversation about a topic of interest. 

Student Ministries Listening 
Sessions 

 
As we look ahead to the future of our Stu-
dent Ministry, all congregants are invited 

to attend a special listening session on October 1, from 
10:00 to 10:50 AM (between services) in the Parlor. 
This is a chance for the people of Trinity to share their 
thoughts on the direction of the Student Ministry and to 
be heard as the church goes forward.  Questions? Con-
tact Pastor Brian Siegle at bsiegle@trinityumc.net or 
Pastor Daniel Guenther at dguenther@trinityumc.net .    

Building Generations Together 
 
There will be informal meetings regarding Trinity’s 
most exciting renovation project entitled Building Gen-
erations Together on October 8 and October 15 in the 
Sanctuary at 10:00 AM. 

Join the Lessons & Carols 
Choir 

 
Calling all singers! Trinity’s choir 
will begin rehearsing music for our 

annual Lessons & Carols service in October, and we 
would be delighted for you to add your voice to the 
chorus! We rehearse every Wednesday evening at 7:00, 
the first half of each rehearsal (7:00–7:45) focusing on 
Lessons & Carols, and the remainder of the rehearsal 
dedicated to Sunday anthems. You are welcome to join 
us for the Lessons & Carols portion of each rehearsal 
only, or to stay and sing with the Sunday morning 
group too!  
 
The service of Lessons & Carols will take place Sun-
day, December 10 at 4:00 PM. We hope you, your 
friends, neighbors, and loved ones will join us. 
 
Questions? Email amiller@trinityumc.net. 

Honoring Trinity’s Veterans 
 
On Sunday, November 12, the Out-
reach Class will present a program in 
Trinity Hall from 10-10:50 AM to honor 
our Trinity Veterans. If you have a Trin-
ity Veteran that you would like to have 

recognized at this program, please send the name and 
branch of military that he/she served to Bill Pike at 
bpike@trinityumc.net or call the church office. Dead-
line for submitting names is Wednesday, November 8.  
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Active in the Church and the Community 
 

The Trinity Foundation has been active addressing 
needs outside of the church’s operating budget. To date 
in 2023, more than $72,000 has been granted to worthy 
causes, including professional development for staff, 
college scholarships for Trinity students, and support 
for United Methodist Family Services.  
 
A Foundation grant was also used to match funds from 
the Lenten Easter and Mission Offering for the New 
Shoes for Back-to-School Ministry. As a result, Trinity 
was able to provide a total of 150 new pairs of shoes to 
three Title 1 elementary schools: Dumbarton, Bensley 
and Montrose. The shoes are kept in the school “clothes 
closets” for children in need. "Often kids will ask me 
where the shoes come from and I tell them that there are 
people who we haven't met yet who care about us and 
give us these special gifts. It's always really cool to see 
their faces light up and it's a clear reminder that they are 
loved and worthy." --Rachel Arrowsmith, Communities 
In Schools Coordinator at Broad Rock Elementary 
School.  
 
If you are interested in making a grant request, go to:  
https://www.cognitoforms.com/TrinityUMC3/
TrinityFoundationGrantRequest 
 
Trinity Foundation Committee members include:  
President: Paul Mancini   
Vice President: Corey Booker 
Financial Secretary: Brian Ford 
Secretary: Rachen Sterling 
Sandy Peele    
Diana Avery 
Peggy Watson    
JD Neary 
Beth Monroe    
Jonathan Hawes 
Kirk Spitzer    
Ex Officio: Keith Reynolds, Chair of Church Council 
Brian Siegle, Pastor  

What Does Church Council Do? 
 

Briefly stated, this church leadership group has respon-
sibility for planning, implementing, and evaluating your 
congregation’s ministry and mission. 
 
There are three major aspects of their work: 
· Specifically, to focus on the holistic view of our 

ministries to insure they carry the gospel message 
into the community. 

· To manage and administer the on-going life of the 
congregation, through oversight of trustees, finance, 
outreach, discipleship, and others. 

· To evaluate ministries to insure they are vibrant, 
timely, and always seeking better ways to be the 
people of God in the community. 

 
Below is the list of council membership and the minis-
try they chair of position they fill: 
 
Church Council Chair  Keith Reynolds 
Lay Leader   Joseph Thompson 
Trustees Chair   Jim Crowder 
Staff Parish Chair  Eric Zimmerman 
Finance Chair   Elaine Peele 
United Women in Faith Jo Lewis 
Treasurer   Jordan Utley 
Trinity Foundation Chair Paul Mancini 
Recording Secretary  Sheila Norfleet 
Historian   Lou Cei 
Librarian   Mary Beth Utley 
Prayer Ministry  Leila Spitzer 
Stitchers Ministry  Janet Hill, Gail Clelland 
Upward Coordinator  Angela Verdery 
Worship Committee Chair Art Utley 
Preschool Chair  Shawn Tidey 
Pastor    Brian Siegle 
 
These are your leaders on church council. If you have 
questions about our church or wish to be a part of any 
of these ministry areas, please do not hesitate to contact 
these individuals. 
 
Keith Reynolds 
Chair, Church Council 
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Cozy Up with Jill’s Blankets 
 
Join us for our fall event on Thursday, October 19 in 
Trinity Hall. Choose between three sessions; morning, 
afternoon or evening. Come when you can and stay as 
long as you are able. All materials (scissors & fleece) 
are provided.  Thank you for helping us make cancer 
patients feel cozy this fall! Spread the word and bring 
friends. Light snacks provided! 
Sign up at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0F48AFAB29AAFDC43-cozy#/ 

District Conference  
 
The Three Notch'd District will gather for its annual 
District Conference on Saturday November 18, at 
10:30 AM at Woodlake UMC, 15640 Hampton Park 
Drive, Chesterfield.  The District Conference will in-
clude the installation service for District Superintendent 
Hyo Lee.  Dr. Lee started serving the Richmond District 
in 2020.  In 2021, the Charlottesville and Richmond 
Districts were combined and officially became the 
Three Notch'd District August 2022.  Bishop Sue 
Haupert-Johnson wants each of the District Superinten-
dents to have this opportunity, and she will be helping 
with the installation service. The District Conference 
will also feature preaching by Dr. Lee, as well as reports 
from the District Committee on Ministry, District Lead-
ership Board, and District Board of Church Location 
and Ministry. The morning will conclude with voting on 
district leadership. Please save the date and we hope to 
see everyone on November 18! 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

The deadline for the next Window is 
Monday, October 16 at 4 PM for 

events taking place in November. Articles may be 
submitted prior to the deadline, and we encourage early 
submissions. Articles must be submitted in writing to 
Kim Tingler, ktingler@trinityumc.net. 

 Joys and Concerns 
 

 Our sympathies to… 
  

The family of Beth Tracy who died September 19 
The family of Alan Lombardi who died September 7 
Lola Jean Nichols whose father Eldon Summar died 

August 29 
The family of Frances Burch who died August 27 

Thank You Notes 
 

Our former evening building caretaker, Bobby 
McShaw, wants to thank you for the cards and notes 
that you sent him. Bobby stated he received over 125 
pieces of correspondence, and he enjoyed every one. 
His spirits are good, and Bobby asks for you continued 
thoughts and prayers.  

Coffee Ministry 
 

It’s a new season and that means a 
new sign-up for our Coffee Ministry 
on Sundays. It just takes a couple of 

people to get things all set up each Sunday. It means a 
lot to our church members to have that service each 
week. We appreciate all of your help each week. If you 
have any questions, contact Mary Beth Utley at 
maryb.utley@gmail.com.  To sign up go to: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b094fa8ab22a5f85
-trinity3#/ 

Staff Parish 
 

Staff Parish would like to take the time 
to acknowledge staff who are celebrat-
ing their anniversary of working at Trin-

ity. Staff Parish will be announcing anniversaries each 
month and be putting flowers on the Altar in honor of 
the staff. 
 
Ronnie Johnson 21 years 

Trinity Preschool 
 
Trinity Preschool and Par-
ents’ Morning Out is a 
comprehensive half-day, 
weekday program for chil-
dren between the ages of 1 

to 5 years old. It is a developmental program offered in 
a loving and nurturing environment to help children 
grow mentally, physically, emotionally, socially, and 
spiritually. Trinity Preschool/PMO is an outreach min-
istry of Trinity United Methodist Church (TUMC).   
 
We have a few 4 year old spaces available 2023-24 
school year. Your child must be 4 by September 30, 
2023 to enter these programs. 
 
Open enrollment for the 2024-25 school year for 
TUMC members and past and current patrons is going 
on now through September 30.  Please apply online 
through our website.  (www.trinityumc.net/preschool) 

Work on the Buildings and Grounds 
 
Recently, Jeff Given, Dan Nichols, and David Priest 
gave of their time to help Trinity. Jeff worked to clear 
an overgrown section of our grounds, while Dan and 
David continued the prep work for the repainting of 
Eaton Hall. We appreciate the time, energy, and effort 
from these members.  

Lara Teague Curry Memorial 5K 
 
The Steering Committee for the Lara Teague Curry 
Memorial 5K would like to thank you for supporting 
this community event. The 5K was a success because 
of your participation, volunteering, and financial dona-
tions. Your efforts made a difference in multiple ways, 
and we thank you.  

Thanks Kristin Long Francisco 
 
On Sunday morning, September 17, eighteen Trinity 
parents gathered in Trinity Hall for a parent seminar 
with Kristin Long Francisco from the Virginia Institute 
of Pastoral Care. This session was a mix of presentation 
and Kristin taking questions from parents. We thank 
Kristin for giving of her time so that we could learn 
more about the challenging work of parenting.  


