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The Trinity Window 

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 903 FOREST AVENUE, HENRICO, VA 23229 
804-288-6056 

February 2024 

Pastor’s Corner 
 

As I sit on the porch of Baranbas House in Honduras midway through the week, I have a few reflec-
tions I'd like to share. 
 
For those who have been to what the world considers less developed nations, you'll understand. There is something 
about places such as this that pulls you in, if you let it. I don’t know if it is the pace that things happen when they 
happen, or the strong reliance on community, or the gratitude for anything at all that is the strongest contrast, but life 
is different. 
 
We take so much for granted, including water. So many problems here come from not having good access to some-
thing so basic. Us just throwing resources at it won't fix it either, as education and community buy in is absolutely 
necessary for success. In my heart, I know there has to be a sustainable solution. 
 
In our world, we tend to always be striving for more. Every advertisement we see pushes us to buy the newest ver-
sion of a thing. We never have enough, and are never really happy. Here in Honduras, happiness is not tied to pos-
sessions as much as happiness is found in community, family, and relationships. I urge you to look around, recog-
nize and be grateful for what you have, and foster the relationships that really mean something. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Ash Wednesday  
 
Wear the ancient sign of your faith all day: between 7:30-8:30 AM on Ash Wednesday, February 14, come by 
Trinity's front doors to receive ashes on your forehead, no need to even get out of your car!  
 
Pastors Brian and Judy will be outside and out front on Trinity's front steps bestowing ashes, and blessings for any-
one who stops by.  
 
Start your Lenten journey this year with this fresh expression of faithfulness. See you bright and early! 
 
The Chapel will be available all day for anyone who would like to say a prayer and receive ashes. We will then con-
tinue with a worship service in the sanctuary at 7:00 PM, which will include the imposition of ashes. The 7:00 ser-
vice will also be livestreamed. 
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Do you like good, stick to your ribs home cookin’? Do 
you like supporting a good cause? Trinity’s Students 
and Kids invite you to stop by the Welcome Center fol-
lowing the 9:00 and 11:00 services on Sunday, Febru-
ary 11, and purchase a quart of chili, to raise funds for 
the Sherbourne Food Pantry! Each quart of chili is $10, 
and we will be taking donations as well.  
For this fundraiser, we are not collecting cans, unlike in 
years past. Sales will be first come first serve. Come get 
some good food for the big game and support a great 
cause! 
 
We will need volunteers to help cook and pack chili on 
Saturday, February 3 and then volunteers to sell chili on 
Sunday, February 11.  To sign up to help: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A48A8AD2AA6FC1-
47115966-souper#/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The season of Lent is upon us, and we extend an invita-
tion to the Trinity congregation to attend the Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Dinner and the Newlywed Game on 
Tuesday, February 13. 
 

This event will be held in Trinity Hall. A pancake din-
ner will be served by the Outreach Class from 5:15-6:15 
PM, $5 per person, $10 per couple, $15 family maxi-
mum. The menu consists of pancakes, bacon, baked 
apples, and beverages.  
 

Following the pancake dinner, please plan to stay for 
“The Newlywed Game”! (The next day is Valentine’s 
Day after all!) Our emcee is the renowned entertainer 
Mr. Ken Hart! Three of our four couples have been se-
cured: 

John and Bev Taylor 
Bill and Anne Burch 

Thomas and Sarah Hall 
 

Based on the game show that ran from 1966 – 2013, we 
will put our couples to the test of how well they know 
one another.  Come and be a part of the fun!! 
 

So that the Outreach cooks can properly prepare for the 
dinner, please signup following this link: 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/TrinityUMC3/
ShroveTuesday 

Capital Campaign 
 

Trinity Members,  
 

We are in the home stretch of our Cap-
ital Campaign and have already raised 
over $2.2M dollars and received nearly 

half to help offset the cost of ordering materials. How-
ever, we are still short of our total goal of $2.5M.  We 
are asking you to prayerfully consider making either a 
first pledge, if you have not yet, or increasing your cur-
rent pledge amount to help us bridge our current gap. I 
am confident that together we can reach our goal and 
improve our wonderful church for this and the next gen-
eration. The deadline is Friday, February 2nd so please 
act quickly. 
 

Thank you.  
Capital Campaign Team  
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Pastor’s Bible Study 
 

The Pastor’s Bible Study began 
January 10, delving into the Gospel of Mark. It is a 
longer study that will take us to the summer break. 
 

“Long ago, the church decided that Mark offers  
meaningful insights to those who want to follow Jesus. 
This Gospel presents a particular perspective on what 
God is doing in the world through Jesus of Nazareth 
and tells us how people ought to respond to what God 
is doing if they desire to be faithful. Mark presents 
these insights through its narrative. The writer tells a 
story.” Mitzi Minor 

3M Bible Study 
 

The 3M Bible Study Group will study “The 
Third Day“ by Tom Berlin, a six week Lenten 
study, beginning Wednesday, February 
21.  In The Third Day: Living the Resurrec-

tion, Tom Berlin uses his gifts of storytelling and under-
standing the Scriptures to connect the reader to the ex-
periences of several individuals around Jesus in his final 
days, focusing on new life and redemption rather than 
loss.  Join Peter, Mary Magdalene, and Thomas as they 
feel the despair of losing Jesus and the surprise and joy 
that awaits them in the resurrection. This study traces 
events around these characters, along with Paul and the 
disciples at Emmaus, and how the resurrection trans-
forms their lives. 
 

The 3M Bible Study Group meets Wednesday nights, 6 
– 7:30 PM both by Zoom and in person.  Contact Judy 
Oguich for the Zoom link or for more information. Eve-
ryone is welcome to join us! 

Pastor Daniel’s Study 
 Thursdays at 6-7 PM 

 

Come and join Daniel and other Trinity folks as we  
resume our weekly chats about scripture, theology, and 
the challenges of living the Christian life in a turbulent 
and complex world.  We meet in room 323.  All are 
welcome! 

Monday Bible Study 
 

The Monday morning Bible Study will be 
studying Adam Hamilton’s new book enti-
tled “Wrestling with Doubt, Finding Faith” 
on Mondays at 9:30 AM.  This is a six-week 

study and will run from January 22 – March 4 (we will 
not meet on Monday, February 19 due to President’s 
Day).  If you are interested in joining us, reach out to 
Deanna McCullough deanna6mccullough@gmail.com) 
and pre-purchase the book in advance of the study.  We 
hope to see you there! 

 Upcoming Events  
 
 

Tuesday, February 20:  Sharing Our Hobbies!     
2 - 3:30 PM, Welcome Center  
Bring your favorite hobbies to share! Refreshments will 
be provided. 
 

Tuesday, March 12:  “What You Can Do to be a Safer 
Citizen”, with Lt. Austin White, Virginia State Police 
Criminal Division   
2 – 3:30 PM, Welcome Center Refreshments will be 
provided. 
 

Tuesday, April 16: Trip to the University of Richmond 
to tour the Canon Chapel, lunch at the U of R dining 
hall.  10:30 AM – 2 PM 
 

Tuesday, May 14:  Day trip to the National Museum of 
the Marine Corps at Quantico, Admission to the muse-
um is free, lunch on your own at the museum. 
9:30 AM—4:30 PM. 

Pub Theology 
 

On Tuesday, February 20, we will 
meet at Way Gone Brewery located 

at 10610-12 Patterson Avenue, Henrico, Virginia 
23238.  Our start time will be 6 PM. Trinity will pro-
vide pizza, and we request that each person contribute 
$5.00 to help offset the cost. 
 

A Trinity staff member or a volunteer from the  
congregation will present a topic for discussion each 
month. Our projected dates are March 12, April 16, 
May 14, and June 18.  We hope you will consider join-
ing us. Questions? Contact Bill Pike:  
bpike@trinityumc.net. 

Need a Trinity Nametag and/or Lanyard? 
 

As part of Trinity's mission to be a welcoming and 
friendly church, we encourage all members to wear your 
Trinity nametag. If you misplaced yours, changed your 
name or have a younger family member who now needs 
a nametag, please reach out to J. H. "Sandy" Peele. He 
can be reached by either: 
 

Email:      ecufour@msn.com 
Text/Call    804-356-2328 (cell) 
 

Once your nametag is ready, he will let you know. All 
nametags will be on a table near the front of the Wel-
come Center each Sunday morning. (Also, if Sandy al-
ready has your nametag ready, please remember to pick 
it up. Quite a few are ready, please check.  
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Serve & Mission Opportunities! 

Ham Cemetery Winter Work Days 
 

Volunteers are needed at Ham Cemetery on February 
10 (10 AM-4 PM) and 11 (12 noon-4 PM) This historic 
African American Cemetery is located at 7001 Chan-
dler Drive in Henrico County. The cemetery is sand-
wiched between Bandy Field, the University of Rich-
mond, and a Henrico neighborhood. On these work 
days, volunteers will continue to work on erosion stabi-
lization to reclaim the lower end of a hillside. To sign 
up follow this link:  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30E094FACA828A46-47149967-winter . 
If you have additional questions, contact Brooke Davis:  
bmdavis1@verizon.net. 

Richmond Habitat  
For Humanity  

Unity Build 
 

In March 2024, Trinity will be 
one of the churches supporting 

the Unity Build, a new house project initiated by Rich-
mond Habitat For Humanity. The tentative start date for 
the build is March 20 with work continuing through 
June 29. 
Location of the build is 3200 Scottsdale Street in South 
Richmond. The home will be built for the Jabouli fami-
ly and their four children.  
Construction volunteers will be needed on Thursdays 
through Saturdays each week.  More information about 
how to sign up as a volunteer will be provided closer to 
the start date. For questions, contact Bill Pike:  
bpike@trinityumc.net. 

Rise Against Hunger 
 

Please hold on your calendar Sunday, March 10 for a 
Rise Against Hunger meal packaging project in Trinity 
Hall. We will stage two meal packaging sessions 11 AM 
and 12:15 PM. For these sessions and to reach our goal 
of packaging 10,152 meals we will need 100 volunteers. 
We will also need volunteers to unload the truck and 
then reload the truck after the meal packing is done. 
More information about how to sign up as a volunteer 
will be provided closer to the meal packing date. For 
additional information, please contact Bill Pike:  
bpike@trinityumc.net. 

Upward 
 

Be in prayer for all of our volunteers that keep Upward 
running smoothly, the coaches, the referees and the 
players!  
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Lay Servant Academy 
 
Lay Servant Academy Training will take place Febru-
ary 23 and 24. This training will be virtual only. Regis-
tration has begun! Included in the course list are:  
· Virginia UMC Roots, Racism, and Discipleship 

Advanced Course 
· Basic Course 
· Children and Youth Discipleship–Ministry with 

Parents/Guardians 
· Spiritual Gifts 
· Called to Preach 
Contact Tianna Durbin at tiannad@arcolachurch.org 
 Director of Lay Servant Academy with questions! 

Bishop's Visit to District 
 

As part of her onboarding to the 
VAUMC, Bishop Sue Haupert-
Johnson will be visiting the Three 
Notch'd District in February. There 

will be several opportunities for folks to meet Bishop 
Sue during her two-day visit February 25-26.  
 

On Sunday, February 25, 9:30 AM, Bishop Sue will be 
preaching at New Song UMC, 7450 Colts Neck Road, 
Mechanicsville.  
 

Also on Sunday, February 25, 3:00-4:30 PM, all Laity 
are invited to a Dessert Reception at Zion UMC, 1674 
Zion Road, Troy. This is an opportunity for laity to 
drop by and meet and speak with Bishop Sue. Cookies, 
coffee and lemonade will be served. Registration is not 
required but strongly encouraged. To register, go to: 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/ThreeNotchdDistrict/
ClergyLunchWithBishopRegistration. The deadline to 
register is February 22. Should you have any questions 
or need assistance registering for one of the events, call 
the District Office, 804-521-1124. 

2023 Pinnacle Living Samaritan Award 
 
Trinity UMC (Richmond), Reveille UMC, and Gum 
Spring UMC received the Samaritan Award for being 
three of the Virginia Annual Conference United Meth-
odist churches with the highest level of giving to the 
Samaritan Program (June 2022 - May 2023).  The Sa-
maritan Program has been an integral part of the Pinna-
cle Living mission and ministry since 1948.  This pro-
gram provides financial support to residents of Pinnacle 
Living communities who have been blessed by longevi-
ty and, through no fault of their own, become unable to 
meet the full cost of services.  Trinity UMC, Reveille 
UMC, and Gum Spring UMC are truly “Good Samari-
tan” churches when it comes to supporting the benevo-
lent care mission of Pinnacle Living.  They are among 
the top ten Virginia Conference congregations in giving 
to the Samaritan Program during the 2023 fiscal year. 

A Better World by Helping Our Planet  
 

Earth Day 2024 is on April 22.  The theme, Planet vs. 
Plastics, calls us to advocate for widespread awareness 
on the health risk of plastics, rapidly phase out all single 
use plastics and demand an end to fast fashion.  
 

Reducing plastic waste is critical: 
· Each year in the USA only 5% of plastic waste is 

recycled, leaving an estimated 51 million tons of 
plastic waste.   

· Each day 500 million plastic straws are used and 
almost all are thrown away.   

· Each minute globally one million plastic bags are 
used and only 1% are recycled.   

 

By the year 2050 scientists predict that pound for pound 
there will be more plastic waste in oceans than fish.  
  

For many people single use plastic bottles are a main 
source of water.  Yet making plastic bottles requires six 
times as much water as a bottle itself contains. 100 bil-
lion plastic beverage containers were sold last year in 
the USA. 
   

Start helping the environment by eliminating single use 
plastic bottles and straws in your home.  Use reusable 
drink containers and refuse plastic straws.   
 

EARTHDAY.ORG is the world’s largest recruiter to the 
environmental movement, working in 192 countries. 
More than 1 billion people now participate in Earth Day 
activities each year, making it the largest civic ob-
servance in the world. 
 

Find out how the United Methodist Church is working 
to help the environment by searching https://vaumc.org/
energyjustice/ for more information. 

Trinity’s Dillard Forum 
 

The Dillard Forum is an annual lecture program, free 
and open to the public, that was established in 2003 to 
honor the Rev. Dr. F. Douglas Dillard and his wife 
Marion.  Having now hosted twenty Dillard Forums, 
Trinity is re-evaluating the form of presentation and 
creating a plan to guide future Forums that will contin-
ue to challenge us, inform us, and help build our faith. 
We want your input regarding potential speakers, is-
sues, and format. Dillard Forum Committee members 
hope to visit your Sunday School class or small group 
for discussion of this opportunity some time in Febru-
ary. You can also contact Carol Wampler 
(carolwampler@msn.com or cell/text 804-402-8289). 
An online survey will be available on Trinity’s website 
in the near future.  
 

Your Dillard Forum Committee: 
Carol Wampler (Chairman), Brian Siegle, Anne Burch, 
Dianne Moore, Judy Oguich, Bill Pike, Linda Robinson 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

The deadline for the next Window is 
Monday, February 19 at 4 PM for 

events taking place in March. Articles may be 
submitted prior to the deadline, and we encourage early 
submissions. Articles must be submitted in writing to 
Kim Tingler, ktingler@trinityumc.net. 

 Joys and Concerns 
 

Weddings 
  

Congratulations to the following couple who was 
recently married: 

Rebecca Worley and Matthew Berti who were  
married on January 12 

 

  Our sympathies to… 
  
Reyna Skrabala whose husband Michael Skrabala died 

January 22 
Dale Miller and Catherine Smith whose mother/

grandmother Betty Marshall died January 12 
Pam Overstreet whose mother died December 28 

The family of Ann Sangston who died December 19 
Holly Cantua whose aunt Cathy Frick  

died December 14 

Thank You Notes 
 

Spreading Christmas Cheer! 
Many thanks to The Stitchers for creating 
beautiful stockings and then filling them for 
our homebound members for Christ-
mas.  Great appreciation also to Dave Clelland 
who delivered many of them.  Thank you, 

thank you! Some of our homebound have told us how 
nice it was to be remembered and thought of by the 
church. 

Winter Weather Decisions 
 

Decisions for closing our building related to  
winter weather are tricky. Basically, we fol-
low the closing  announcements from Henri-

co County Public Schools. For example, if schools close 
early or are on a delayed opening, Trinity’s opening and 
closing times are adjusted. If Henrico schools are closed, 
Trinity will be closed, and this would include all day and 
evening events. Our ability to re-open the building after a 
winter weather event depends upon how quickly we can 
clear our sidewalks and parking lots. If we can safely get 
people on to our grounds and into our building, then 
Trinity might return to normal operations quicker than 
the school system. Decisions related to closing the build-
ing on Saturdays and Sundays will be made based upon 
weather conditions at that time.  
Questions? Contact Bill Pike. 

Martha Schrenk’s 99th Birthday 
 
Please accept my deepest thanks and appreciation to Pastor 
Siegle, church staff, volunteers, The Stitchers, and so 
many congregational members of Trinity United Method-
ist Church who remembered my Mom, Mrs. Martha 
Schrenk on her 99th birthday last December 12. The many 
cards, personal notes and colorful handmade gifts from the 
Trinity Stitchers brought Mom much happiness. I am truly 
grateful for your continuing connection and compassion 
for Mom. You are a faithful group of friends, brothers and 
sisters in Christ, who have provided joy in her life. Her 
family is very, very thankful for all. 
 
Mother's 99th birthday was a day to remember! She wore a 
new outfit and floral corsage, enjoyed over 60 birthday 
cards, opened many presents, was surprised with a lovely 
floral arrangement of red roses, had lunch at the nicest din-
ing room on campus with delicious Happy Birthday cup-
cakes, spoke on zoom with her two grandsons in Oklaho-
ma and Georgia, and shared more Happy Birth-
day cupcakes with 9 M&Ms (because 99 seemed like too 
many) with all her dining room friends at the evening din-
ner meal. Many happy moments were created and remain 
strong along with her basketful of cards and a balloon that 
keeps on flying. 
 
Special thank you to the Trinity Stitchers 
for their Advent gift of a Christmas 
Stocking filled with one of a kind items. 
Mom was truly excited with the treasurers 
it held. We zoom twice a week and show 
items to each other on screen. Your gifts 
made her so very happy she could hardly 
wait to show them all to me. She keeps 
the items on her table to enjoy and view 
daily. Thank you so much! Please know 
what you do, sharing your God given gifts 
and talents with others is important, 
meaningful and a continual messenger of 
love in the home of the recipient. May 
you continue your ministry in 2024! 
 
The blessing of a long life is truly a gift when filled with 
loving friends such as you. Thank you for connecting with 
Mom and keeping a smile on her face and joy in her heart. 
Happy 2024 to all! 
 
Cathy Ford, daughter of Mrs. Martha Schrenk  


